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Nicolas Kanellos, above, is director of one
of the oldest and most esteemed publish
ing house in the United States. His latest
published book, Herencia, was a ten-year
project and compilation of a comprehen
sive literary collection spanning overthree
centuries. Kanellos is a keynote speaker
at an afternoon workshop at the Tomas
Rivera Conference on Friday, April 26 at
UCR and guest at the evening banquet
with keynote speaker Luis Valdez, writer,
director and actor.

Herencia (Meaning “Inheritance”
or “hentage”) is the first anthology
to bring together literature from the
entire history of Hispanic writing in
the United States, from the age of
exploration to the present. The prod
uct of a ten-year project involving
hundreds of scholars nationwide,
Herencia is the most comprehensive
literary collection available, spanning
over three centuries and including
writers from all the major Hispanic
ethnic communities, and writing from
diverse genres.
Here is the voice of the conqueror
and the conquered, the revolutionary
and the reactionary, the native and the
Continue on Page 3

ROMELIO RUIZ,
MORENO VALLEY
ACTIVIST, HONORED

Romelio Ruiz, above, Moreno Valley com
munity activist, who died on September
22, 1999, was honored by renaming the
Moreno Valley Community Center in his
name. Ruiz organized the Hispanos
Unidos, a group that became involved in
civic and education activities and the de
velopment of social and educational ser
vices. Photo by I EH N

The Moreno Valley Unified School
District renamed the District’s Educa
tion Center in honor of Romelio Ruiz
on Friday, April 12, 2002, before a
large representation of educators,
elected officials, civic leaders and
friends of the late community activist
and the late activist’s family. The new
Romelio Ruiz Education Center was
greeted with a standing ovation.
Norman Chafifm, Moreno Valley In
terim Superintendent of Schools, mas
ter of ceremonies and Maria Navarro,
president of Hispanos Unidos, both
spoke on the struggles for Ruiz to unite
the community of Moreno Valley into
an organization of parents and students
which later became the Hispanos
Unidos. “Mr. Ruiz spent many years
in his dedication to the community, its
people and establishing relationships
with the city and the education system.
He was devoted to his culture and ac-

Continue on Page 13

HISPANIC EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT
FOUNDATION INAUGURATED

Mark Uffer, Arrowhead Regional
Medical Center Director, welcomes
the guests at the Hispanic Educa
tion Advancement Foundation’s in
auguration.
Hispanic Education Advancement
Foundation held its initial inaugmation at the Arrowhead Regional Medi
cal Center on Thursday, April 18"' with
educators and community leaders.
Elizabeth Quintero spoke as a
scholarship recipient. “The scholar’ ship helped me to get important things
like books and other essentials in or
der for me to continue in my studies,”
stated Quintero, a San Bernardino
High School graduate and currently
enrolled at UCR, majoring in politi
cal science and minor in music. “I ap
preciate the financial help and thank
the scholarship foundation. This will
go a long way for me. When I gradu
ate, I will return to help the Hispanic
Education Advancement Foundation,”
she said. Cynthia Pineda, also a schol
arship recipient, was unable to attend
the inauguration event. She wrote a
letter of appreciation which was read
to the attendees.
Roberto Redondo, Cal-State, San
Bernardino Director of Development
and master of ceremonies for the in
auguration, spoke of HEAF’s execu
tive board structuring the organization

Richard Porras, Pacific Bell Vice
President for Public Affaires, was
keynote speaker at the inaugura
tion of HEAP at the Arrowhead
Regional Medical Center.
and its legal requirements for over a
year. “ Our aim was to ensure that a
permanent organization was in place
for continuity,” he said.
Mark Uffer, ARMC director, spoke
of ARMC and its medical and spe
cial services and commitment to serve
residents of the county. “ We have the
most updated medical equipment and
Continue on Page 6
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MIKE RAMOS MAKING PLANS TO ‘CLEAN UP’ SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
By Esperanza Allende

Since contender Dennis Stout
dropped his reelection bid, it is unoffi
cially official that Mike Ramos will be
elected District Attorney in November
making him the first Hispanic D.A. in
San Bernardino County history.
“I’m excited about the position. I’ve
dedicated my life to public service,”
Ramos said of his 10 years as a proba
tion officer, 12 years as a prosecutor and
seven years on the Redlands School
Board. Ramos, a Redlands native and
resident, is currently president of the
Redlands School Board but will resign
in January 2003 when he takes office
as D.A. since he cannot hold two
elected positions in the same county.
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Though it is practically a sure thing,
Ramos is still campaigning. “We want
to remind the voters who we are and
what our message is,” Ramos said.
The message, said Ramos, is this: “I
want to create a system where we are
victim and witness friendly.” He also
wants to expand the D.A.’s office by
adding more lawyers, investigators and
assistant district attorneys, and to attract
businesses to the area by cutting down
misdemeanor crimes like graffiti.
On the issue of county government
corruption, Ramos pledges to “clean
this county up.” And though he would
not go into detail, Ramos said, “We will
aggressively prosecute any corrupt of
ficials.”
Several of Ramos’ ideas for clean
ing up the county, and the image of the
county, he said can be resolved through
a program called “community prosecu
tion.” He plans to put a lawyer from the
D.A.’s office in community, someone
available to help people with legal is
sues.
“People from the community can go
to this lawyer because they know and
him trust him,” Ramos said. Because
“our (Hispanic) culture is growing by
leaps and bounds” in San Bernardino
County, Ramos said the community
prosecution program could help Hispanics the most. Many Hispanics in San
Bernardino County will not speak with
law eifforcement officials because they
fear deportation, Ramos said. He hopes
the commimity lawyers will allay those
fears and help the Hispanic community
to learn more about the law and their
rights.
Ramos said crime victims and wit
nesses often get fhistrated with the sys
tem that does not do it’s best to accom
modate them. By adding more support

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

Nearly 80% of the student body in
services like counselors, Ramos hopes . Rialto School District is comprised of
to make the system more obliging to vic
Latino students, followed by Africantims and witnesses.
, Americans, then Caucasians, so it is
“I am committed to the safety Of our *
only reasonable with these large statis
citizens and to seeking justice for those
tical figures that students should learn
people who have had crimes commit
Mexican-American culture equally
ted against them, especially children,”
with learning Anglo/Caucasian, Afri
he said.
can-American, Asian-American, and
Ramos plans to make changes to the
Native American cultures that are curbudget to add more lawyers, investiga
rently being taught in the classroom.
tors and support staff to the D.A.’s of
We feel it is equally important for
fice payroll. “I’m looking to expand our
teachers to learn about Mexicanoffice to keep up the pace and protect
American cultme, so the education of
our citizens,” he said noting that San
our teachers is just as important to us.
Bernardino County has the fourth larg
How can teachers teach about a culture
est population in the state.
when they are not educated in that culRamos would like to add two assis
tme themselves? Currently, MAPA is
tant district attorneys to the existing one:
working in partnership with Rialto
one in charge of operations, one to deal
School District to provide some train
with administration and the board of su
ing for teachers through a partnership
pervisors, and one to handle special
with Cal State University San Bernar
prosecution in cases like elderly abuse
dino, however we are in the planning
and real-estate fraud. With extra help,
stages of this venture so details need to
Ramos said he could focus on cleaning
be worked out and will be made public
up the county to make it a better place
at the appropriate time.
'
to live and do business.
In
the
meantime,
I
hope
some
light
“I plan to use the same approach as
has
been
shed
on
any
miseonceptions
Mayor Judith Valles,” Ramos said.
anyone may have, like Mr. Peters’ let
“When you hear the name San Bernar
ter
(“Cultural studies,” April 7). MAPA
dino County that will be a positive im
is
very
eonfident this proposal of in
age.”
clusion
of Mexican-American studies
His position on the Redlands School
in
education
is a positive endeavor that
Board will be difficult to give up,
can
only
benefit
our students, the City
Ramos said, since he is a strong advo
of
Rialto,
and
society
in general. Our
cate of education and his two children,
commitment
to
the
education
of our
Michael and Michele, are students of
children is one of several mission state
Redlands East Valley High School.
ments we affirm to uphold as members
“It’s important to me as a role model
of our organization. This is why MAPA
to some of our kids to show that with
gets involved in the educational system
education they can achieve what they
and always will. It is our mission com
want in life,” Ramos said.
mitment
to educate om students and re
To the voters, Ramos hopes to be
duce
the
dropout rate of our children.
seen as “a hard-working trial lawyer
Si
Se
Puede!
fighting for victims’ rights and in a big
Dee Ortega
ger sense, changing the perception of
San Bernardino County.”
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The Anthology of Hispanic Literature of the United States
Continued from Page 1

uprooted or landless. Of course, read^ ers will find pieces by such leading
ij|rwriters as Piri Thomas, Luis Valdez,
Isabel Allende, Oscar Hijuelos, and
Reinaldo Arenas. But what really dis
tinguishes this anthology is its histori
cal depth and its rich, complex por
trait of Hispanic literature in the
United States. Beginning with Cabeza
de Vaca” account of his explorations
in the New World, the anthology in
cludes a passage from La Florida, a
narrative historical poem of 22,000
verses, written by Franciscan friar
Alonso de Escobedo; an attack on
Mexican stereotypes in the nascent
movie industry, written by Nicasio
Idar, editor of Laredo’s La Cronica;
and an essay about Coney Island writ
ten by revolutionary Jose Marti.
Embracing Chicano, Nuyorican,
Cuban American, and Latino writ
ings, the voices of immigrants and the
voices of exiles, Herencia makes a vi
tal contribution to our understanding
not only of Hispanic writing in the
United States, but also of the great
contribution Hispanics have made to

the United States.
Nicolas Kanellos is the Brown
Foundation Professor of Hispanic Lit
erature at the University of Houston
and the Director of Recovering the
U S. Hispanic Literary Heritage, a
major national research program, ^e
is also founding publisher of the noted
Hispanic literary journal The Ameri
cas Review and foimder of the nation’s
oldest and most esteemed Hispanic
Publishing house. Arte Publico Press.

SANTA ANA-The US. Small Busi
ness Administration (SBA) is sponsor
ing a Small Loan Fair on Thursday,
May 2, 2002, from 4:00 pm to 8:00
pm at the Workforce Investment/Busi
ness Resource Office, 215 North “D”
Street, Suite 201 in San Bernardino.
This is an opportunity for small busi
ness owners interested in loans under
$250,000 (including microloans) to
meet one-on-one with lenders in the

Pictured on right — Cal-State, San
Bernardino is sponsoring Victor
Villasenor, at the Event centers B
& C on May 1, from 12:00 PM to
1:30 PM. Villasenor is a wellknown author of several books, in
cluding Wild Steps of Heaven,
Rain of Gold and Thirteen Senses.
Villasenor books are based on
Mexican background and experi
ences in the United States. Sev
eral CSUSB departments are co
sponsoring the event.

4 y 5 de mayo de 2002 • 11:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
El desfile comienza a las 41:00 a.m.
^
.

Court Street, centre de San Bernardino

^ Invited especial: Derek Parra

FIESTA — Musica, enfretenimiento, Mariachis,
Ballet Folklorico, Musicaregional, Bandas,
carruseles iy mucho mas!
♦
#
Para mayores informes Name al (909) 888-2188
.

PMrednido por.
La Ciudad de San Bernardino; The Press-Enterprise; La Prensa; The Business Press; LaSalle Medical Assoc.,
aflllado dee Lome Linda University Medical Center; St Bamardine Medical Center/ Contmunlly Hospital;
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center; San Manuel Band of Mission Indians and Supervisor Eaves
.

In The Zone &UCCAP TOBACCO FREE, proyectode MSA
ALCOHOL FREE EVENT - Dept.

Of Public Health, San Bernardino County
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SMALL LOAN FAIR IN SAN BERNARDINO
community. On the Spot loan ap
proval for qualified applicants will be
available. Information on how to do
business with the Federal Govern
ment as well as the Coimty of San
Bernardino will be provided. Techni
cal assistance on business operations
or credit repair will also be available
through the Inland Empire Small
Business Development Center and the
Inland Empire Service Corps of Re
tired Executives.
This is a no-cost event, but regis
tration is encouraged. To register, or
for more information, please call
Vicki Reynolds at (714) 550-7420,
extension 3711 or send an email to
vicki.revnolds@sba.gov.
All ofSBA's programs and services
are extended to the^ublic on a nondiscriminatory basis. Reasonable ar
rangementsfor persons with disabili
ties will be made if requested two
weeks in advance. Contact the US.
Small Business Administration at
714-550-7420 ext. 3711. For more
information about all of SBA's pro
grams for small businesses, cal the
SBA Answer Desk at 1-800U-ASKSBA, or visit the SBA s extensive Web
site at www.sba.eov.

.CRANflESTA *

♦CRAWfltSTA ♦

.^

♦

May 4th & 5th, 2002 • 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ^
Parade starts at 11:00 a.m.
j

*

Court Street, Downtown San Bernardino

Special Honored Guest, Derek Parra

FIESTA — Entertainment Music, Mariachis, Ballet
Folklorico, Musica Regional, Bandas, Latin Bands,
Carnival Rides and much more! 0
♦
.

For more information call (909)888-2188
Spoinorail by:

The City of San Bernardino; The Press-Enterpiisa; La Prensa: The Business Press; LaSalle Medical Assoc., an affiliate of Loma Unda
University Medical Cehter; In The Zone & UCCAP TOBACCO FREE Project Funded by MSA; SL Bemantne Medical Center/ Community
Hospital: Arrowhead Regional Medical Center; San Manuel Band of Mission Indians and Supervisor Eaves.
In The Zones UCCAP TOBACCO FREE Project Funded by MSA

^

ALCOHOL FREE EVENT-Dept, of Public Health, San Bernardino County

^

^
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AIR FORCE AGGRESSIVELY RECRUITING GRADUATES

Air Force recruits, above, are prepared to enter basic training after high school gradu
ation. Local recruitment officers are encouraging graduates to enlist and receive varied
benefits, including training, medical and dental services and financial benefits. At left,
Staff Sergeant Tanisha T Talley and at right. Staff Sergeant Douglas S. Jordan, recruit
ment non-commission officers. Talley has 10 years in the Air Force and a B.A. in Educa
tion and Training. Jordan has 12 years in the Air Force and an A.A. in aerospace engi
neering.
Photos by lEHN

The United States Air Force ag
gressively recruits young men and
women graduating from high
school or high school graduates in
terested in the many benefits of
fered by one of the elite services in
the Armed Services.
The Air Force offers basic train
ing, a multitude of military career
choices, assistance for a college

education, high military pay (com
pared with foreign armed services),
extensive medical and dental care,
base recreation, among other ben
efits, according to Staff Sergeants
Tanisha T. Talley and Douglas S.
Jordan, recruitment non-commis
sion officers stationed at the local
recruitment office.
‘We follow an interview process

Lourdes Hernandez, Rialto High School
student, has joined the Air Force to get
world experience, travel and receive a
good education. Hernandez’ careergoal
is in law enforcement Photos by lEHN

and review the background for
each applicant. This process will
establish the eligibility of appli
cants,” stated Talley.
Jordan indicated that many
young people have been interested
in joining the service. “There are
reasons why they join. An oppor
tunity to travel, get an education
and, at times, the economy is not
strong,” he said.

Peter Jaurigue, 21, wants an opportunity
for a career and get training to develop
discipline to go in the right direction.
Photos by lEHN

“Since September 11* there has
been an upbeat swell of patriotism
and many of our young people want
an opportunity to serve their coun
try. This is one of the best reasons
to join the Air Force,” Tdlley stated.
For information, call at (909)
885-2848 or visit the Air Force
Recruitment Office at 711 West 2”“*
Street, San Bernardino.

HASI
353 WEST SIXTH STREET
SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 92401
(909) 888-0149
HASE 7 ASSOCIATES SYSTEMS,, INC. has been in existence since
1979. Our Services consist of:
\

•

State and County Certified First and Multiple Offender
DUI Programs

Regular office hours are from 10:00AM - 7:00PM Monday thru Thursday
andfrom 10:00AM - 2:00PM on Fridays.
8:00AM-1:00PM on Saturdays
^

English or Spanish
DUI groups available (Unless already filled) are:
1:00PM - 3:00PM Monday thru Thursday
6:00PM - 8:00PM Monday thru Thursday
8:00AM-10:00AM, 10:30AM-1230AM
& 11:00AM-1:00PM on Saturdays

ALSO OFFERING
Out-Patient Substance Abuse Treatment Programs (Children-TeensAdults)
Intensive out-patient treatment is available for individuals requiring at
least six (6) months or more of individual counseling, education and
interaction group process, family intervention and ancillary services.
Individuals learn skills necessary to maintain total abstinence from
alcohol and other mind-altering drugs, in order to achieve a more
positive and productive lifestyle.
•
SI USTED TIENE PROBLEMAS FAMILIARES, O
OTROS PROBLEMAS NO SE OLVIDE DE LLAMARNOS,
NOSOTROS ESTAMOS AQUI PARA AYUDARLE

ICKETS *4

0 fmiY NIGHT
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AIR FORCE AGGRESSIVELY RECRUITING GRADUATES

Nick Banks, Rim of The World High
School graduate, attends San Bernardino
Valley College and wants to provide his
family, wife, Jessica and 16 month boy,
Taber for a better life. Banks also is ea
ger to further his education in the Air Force
and a career in the electronic field. Pho
tos by lEHN

Sergio Rangel likes the Air Force and
wants an opportunity to get an educa
tion and eventually a good job. His ca
reer goals is in law enforcement. Pho
tos by lEHN

Daniel Mees, Rialto High School, wants
a college education with an emphasis in
science. His career goal is in radiology
or nursing. Photos by lEHN

There is Hope

I AMIBUCAN
VCANCER
T SOCBET
t
I-800-ACS-2345

www.caticer.org

DO YOU WANT TO
OWN A HOME?
NOT ENOUGH CASH?
SOME CREDIT PROBLEMS?

Mefll-Cal
Insuraiiii
If you are pregnant and have concerns where to
” deliver your haby...

...We have a room for everyone

fa mit

YOU NEED ABOUT $2,350
CASH AND $1,350 A MONTH
FOR A $150,000 HOME
LEASE-TOOWN FROM
RIVERSIDE-SAN BERNARDINO
HOUSING & FINANCE AGENO
A GOVERNMENT SPONSORED
PROGRAM
CALL AN APPROVED LENDER

0</r Afurse
Dknne WolKe. 5te7w McK^non. Renee VemonT
Eliiabeth Bolaji, Esohe Ogbebor

TODAY

For more information
please call

1-800-441-4770

JUHN
The

(909) 580-2750

P01.1-0

BEST Tasting

Chicken

meunu,

2 WHOU CHICKtMS

Bilingual Staff Available

GiMlIermo J. Vafen/uela. M.D

Martha Melendez. M.D.

niBHeartOtA
Haainiv GommuttiU

cHOtti Of 20 cm n run toktiuai
siifL oiormmuususA

ARTOWHEAD REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Fontana (909) 427-8960 SmBernanliiio (909)885-5598
Highland (909) 864-5381 Redlands (909) 793-3885

90.9-/SSO-1000 400 NORTH PEPPER AVENUE ''COLTON CALIFORNIA ^ 92324
Contact us on the WEB at www.arrowheadmedcenter.org
MOS 1000342 02.D2

Not vaM on coianng or party orOara. May ttot ba eoirtiinad with arty otttar oflan.
Lim« 2 ordara par cuMomar. Pnca aubtact to cbanga wtowut rwlica &-22-02

New Highland (909)881-4191
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HISPANIC EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT FOUNDATION INAUGURATED

Richard Porras, Pacific Bell Vice President, (third from left) presents a $5,000 donation
to HEAP. (I to r) Roberto Redondo, Ofelia Valdez- Yeager, Porras, Graciano Gomez,
Linda Miranda and Richard Ramirez.

able to provide the most excellent ser
vices in the Inland Empire,” he said.
ARMC was the sponsor for the event.
heap’s executive board includes
Graciano Gomez, publisher of the In
land Empire Hispanic News, president,
Ofelia Valdez Yeager, Executive Assis
tant to Riverside County Superintendent
of Schools, vice president, Linda
Miranda, Special Assistant to San Ber
nardino County Superintendent of
Schools, treasurer, Richard Ramirez,
Riverside Community College Vice
President for Student Affairs, secretary,
Roberto Redondo, consultant and
Michelle Davila, Riverside Community
College Outreach Specialist, assistant

★

★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★

★
★

★
★

secretary.
HEAP mission is to expand and en
hance the postsecondary educational
opportunities for Hispanics in the In
land Empire, stated Redondo. “Today,
our young Hispanic students are ex
celling in academics resulting in a
greater need to support their financial
requirements. As they graduate from
high school, it is critically important
to encourage them to seek higher edu
cational goals. Our intention is to be a
motivational vehicle.in their educa
tional goals,” he said.
Pacific Bell was honored for its sup
port of community events in the In
land Empire. Richard Porras, Vice

Elizabeth Quintero expresses her appre
ciation to HEAP on receiving a scholar
ship. Quintero is a student at UCR, ma
joring in political science and music.

President for Public Affairs, keynote
speaker, stated that PacBell policy of
supporting activities and educational
projects is a high priority. “PAC BELL
is cognizant of our corporate respon
sibility and support groups like the
Hispanic Education Advancement
Foundation.” Pacific Bell presented
Gomez with a donation of $5,000.00
toward the scholarship fund.
Joe Furin, operations manager for
Belo Marketing Solutions, the own
ers of the Press Enterprise, aimounced
the newspaper will be contributing
$10,000 to HEAP, establishing a

scholarship named after Derek Parra,
San Bernardino native and Olympic
speed-skating Silver and Gold Medal
winner. Belo also owns the Dallas
Morning News, the Providence Jour
nal, Denton Record-Chronicle, televi- .
sion stations, cable and interactive
media assets. “Belo believes in invest
ing in the community and its people.
We strongly support the education of
our youth,” Furin said.
HEAP will announce the availabil
ity of scholarships to high schools in
Riverside and San Bernardino.
For further information contact
Graciano Gomez at (909) 381-6259 or
Ofelia Valdez Yeager at (909) 7886675. Donations are being accepted.
Mail donations to HEAP, 1558 N.
Waterman Av. Ste. D, San Bernardino
, CA 92404.

Dominic Nigro, left, ARMC Marketing
and Economic Director and Veronica
Martinez, right, relax at the inauguration
of HEAP at the ARMC.

★ ★★★★★★★★★★

KEINIVED
Committed to Excellence^
'your FULL SER VICE Cadillac Dealer
'i/i Oil leaks to complete engine rebuilding
Paintless dent removals to major body repair
Jm/i Parts from grill to tail pipe
Sales to include the entire Cadillac lineup, new and used
Personalization from chrome wheels to convertible tops
Inland Empire’s #7 Cadillac Dealer For Over 25 Years
Let Us Show You Why ...
In the San Bernardino Auto Plaza (freeway close at I-IO & 215)

(909) 884-0111
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HISPANIC EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT FOUNDATION INAUGURATED

Dr. Albert Karnig, President of CalState, San Bernardino, left, and Dr.
Herbert Fischer, San Bernardino
County Superintendent of Schools,
left, are undoubtedly discussing educatron at HEAP’S inauguration at the
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center.

Ray Quinto, Inland Counties His
panic Roundtable President, left, and
David Raley, smile for the camera at
HEAP'S inauguration at the ARMC.

Richard Porras, Pacific Bell and Mary
Zaneski, retired Pacific Bell Public
Affairs Officer, enjoy a laugh at HEAP
inauguration.

Trini Gomez, left. Inland Empire His
panic News office manager. Norm
Nunez, and Cliff Sanchez, Sheriff
Department Public Affairs Office, en
joy the hors d’oeuvres at ARMC event.

Joe Furin Belo Marketing Solutions
operations manager, announces the
Press Enterprise newspaper’s dona
tion of $10,000 to HEAP.

Jess Valenzuela, left, representative
for Congressman Joe Baca, enjoys
a laugh with Ralph Hernandez, right,
ARMC Marketing Representative, at
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center.

Erika Quevedo, left, Gabriel Ramirez,
New York Life Insurance and Alfredo
Gonzalez, KCAL, have a very deep
^discussion at the ARMC.
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Memorial Day^
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June 16
10am-6pm • 909.880.0122

The Riverside County Office of Education
celebrates the diversity among its students and
staff. We salute the proud heritage of the
Hispanic community during

ClcD Helen Regional Park >

Discount Tickets at
www.RcnFair.com
It s about y^n, ^Z^mance,
o^venture!

G
reat Way To SAVE!
Present coupon it Fiire Box Office to receive one of the following:
Opening Weekend-Mav ^ or 5 | Second Weekend-Mav 11 or 12

2fOr1 ADULTS
PLUS KIDS FREE

Buy oae fall priced adah ticket id oac free
adnh ticket plu kids aafa tz Free!
Weekends Mav

Nuestra herencia es la base
de nuestro future

$^00

J^OFF

One full priced adult ticket.

Memorial Dav-Mon. Mav 27

$050

2for1

One full priced adult ticket

Buy one full priced adult
ticket, get one FREE.

Z~OFF

, S Ri^bradBitadMitprkc^iO. Liaiitoaccai^^per||l|iOB.Notva]id vitkaaycnlKrotfaei N»pcts.pieisc.
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The Battle of Puebla

The Cinco de Mayo Celebration

BENITO JUAREZ
The Mexican Ade Lincoln
Benito Juarez, who can be compared
to Abraham Lincoln, led Mexico
through the most crucial period of its
history - a history which was marred
with violent clashes between the con
servative and liberal factions, and in
vasions of foreign powers on Mexican
soil. Like Lincoln, Juarez had humble
beginnings. An orphan at three, Benito
Juarez was bom on March 21, 1806 in
the village of San Pablo Guelatao,
Oaxaca. A full blooded Zapotec Indian
who eventually raised himself out of
poverty and illiteracy to become a law
yer. Juarez represented Mexico’s per
severing spirit of the native Mexican.
He began his legal career defending
groups of poor campesinos in litigations
against injustices brought about by the
privileged classes - mainly the
“hacendados” and the clergy.
In 1848, Juarez was elected gover
nor of Oaxaca launching his historical
political career.
Benito Juarez served three terms as
Mexico’s president. He faced constant
political stmggles between the liberals
and the conservatives who were repre
sented by the “hacendado” class and the
church. The latter faction welcomed an
invasion of the French hoping that a
restoration of a monarchy would mean
the restoration of their own power. But
the president kept alive his govermnent
during the French intervention. In the
end, Juarez had the Emperor
Maximillian executed as a warning to
all other foreign countries that Mexico
would not tolerate foreign invasion
again. Despite American and European
pleas for clemency on behalf of the hap
less emperor, Juarez sought retribution
for all his followers who were executed
on the orders of Maximillian.
On July 19,1872, Juarez died in of
fice from a heart attack leaving
Mexico’s fate to his one time follower
Porfirio Diaz who had since become
one of Juarez’ Political adversaries.
For a long time the Mexican people
lived with civil strife, poverty, and vio

town with everything I have,
lence. Now news circulated around the
Zaragoza glared down at the clergy
countryside that English, French and
man, “Are you going to stop me,
Spanish soldiers occupied the east coast
priest?” Without saying a word the
to collect debts and reparations from the
priest stormed out of the rectory.
government of President Benito Juarez.
A young brigadier general named
Though his liberal govermnent won the
Porfirio
Diaz and an infantry captain
violent ci\il strife with the Conserva
called Camacho stood by to receive
tives and the Church, Juarez found his
their orders from their superior. Gen
treasury bankmpt and the people be
eral Zaragoza returned to his desk
coming increasingly discontented. Re
which was a heavy dark mahogany
alizing they could not possibly collect
table with an exquisitely carved chair.
anything from a bankmpt treasmy right
Except for a few paintings hat hung on
away, the two queens, Isabella II of
the wall, the rest of the finer pieces of
Spain and Victoria of Great Britain, re
furniture had been confiscated by the
called their troops. But Napoleon III had
government to fund the last war be
other plans. The French emperor with
tween the liberal and conservative
a “deadly” scheme to bring all of Latin
sects. “The French general Latrille ex
America under several established mon
pects us to welcome him rad his troops
archies, sent his troops towards Mexico
with open arms and magnolia flowers,”
City. But the French first had to pass
Zaragoza said.
through the city of Puebla which lay
Then let the French believe that,”
before the national capital itself—the in
Porfirio Diaz said. “Then when they
habitants of Puebla prepared to stop
least expect it, we’ll surprise them with
them.
such an attack, they will wish they had
Juarez’ followers, also called
never
left Mother France.”
“Juaristas,” mixed in with some con
For
weeks when the news of the
servatives and proclericals, waited for
European
occupation spread, the Mexi
the first sign of the invaders. It was
cans
prepared
for an impending battle.
dawn and the sun barely peeked out
A
wall
was
built
around the weakest
over the horizon, warming the entire
part
of
the
city.
Between
the fortified
region. The flies began to gather in the
city and the little steep hill called the
center of the dusty streets. Usually by
“Cerro de Guadalupe,” the men dug out
this time the center of the city would
a wide deep trench. Such an excava
begin to bustle with craftsmen attend
tion was not much of an imdertaking
ing to their ceramic wheels, textile
for men whose ancestors built great
workers returning to work at the mills,
pyramids and cities like the Toltec City
and merchants trading their wares at the
of Tula andTenochtlitlan, which is now
markets. All business had come to a
Mexico City.
halt. The white washed houses, the
President Benito Juarez sent his am
churches, offices and factories re
bassador,
the yoimg articulate Matias
mained closed down as if it were still
Romero, to Washington, D.C. to secure
night. Occasionally, a woman walked
a loan from Lincoln’s government. But
out to draw water from the neighbor
not wanting to offend France who had
hood well then she quickly went back
always been an important ally to the
to her house and locked the door. Then
United States, Lincoln’s cabinet reluc
two young women came miming from
tantly refused to aid Juarez and his
the direction of the rising sun, “Ay
fledgling government. The United
vienen los Frances, “ they cried out! The
States with the Civil War at hand would
women had just given General Ignacio
not even give Juarez one rusted mus
Zaragoza the signal to mobilize his
ket. Matias Romero then made several
troops. He thought it best to dispatch
attempts to smuggle weapons in
women scouts because they would be
through
California and Texas, but they
the least suspected. They also had mus
were
always
confiscated by Union
kets hidden under their “rebozos” and
troops who feared that such a cache of
had just given the alarm for the Battle
weapons would be intercepted by
of Puebla on the morning of the 5th of
Southern Confederates.
May, 1862.
Now General Zaragoza had to fight
In his temporary headquarters, an
with what he had, but his troops were
abandoned church rectory, Zaragoza
determined to fight in spite of the infe
gave orders to his own officers while a
riority of their own weapons. But
displaced irate priest followed the gen
Puebla was well fortified and protected
eral around giving him orders of his
by
both the trenches and the Cerro de
own. “I tell you,” the priest said, “you
Guadalupe.
If the city was taken then
are not going to win. This battle is
Mexico
City
was at hand. A prize for
senseless.”
the
taking.
President
Juarez and his
The general swung around to face
government still occupied the Capital.
the priest. “I have my orders from Presi
Zaragoza with a spy glass scaimed the
dent Juarez to defend this town with
eastern horizon and saw an approach
whatever I have,” the general said as
ing dust cloud then the tops of bayo
he looked out of the window and saw a
neted rifles and soldiers marching towoman “soldadera” loading muskets
and rifles. “I’m going to defend this

General
IGNACIO ZARAGOZA
wards the Cerro de Guadalupe. With a
signal from his general the hugler
sounded the alarm with a few long
blasts of his horn. The first column of
men and a few women rushed up to the
highest point of the Cerro and lay down
on their bellies aiming their muskets
towards the intruding troops. Behind
the first column another line of marks
men stood ready The infantry captain
watched the horizon intently. Thirty two
men emd a few women were all he had
time to train to shoot in volley forma
tion. The captain gave his last instruc
tions: “Check yom targets and make
your shots count! Then fire at my com
mand! “
When the first column of enemy
troops marched over the horizon they
struck up so much dust that they could
not see clearly what lay in front of them.
Many of their rifles hung on their backs
for they were not expecting a battle but
a peaceful march into the city. Then
Captain Camacho shouted his com
mand to fire. The first column let out a
loud smoking volley of lead that sent
French soldiers scrambling for cover
against the smoke and dust.
Meanwhile, the first column moved
back behind the second which had al
ready taken their position. At the
captain’s command another round of
fire shot down more surprised French
soldiers. From his vantage point Gen
eral Zaragoza had seen the first assault
and was proud of how skillfully
Camacho’s men and women fought.
Then the general remembered what
Juarez had said in a letter to the
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Juaristas: “They will defend with honor
the cause of their autonomy and lib
erty.” The President was speaking of the
heart and soul of Mexico: The “Mesti
zos” who were a great breed of people
with the stubborn determination of the
Spaniard and the preserving spirit of the
Indian.
The French General Charles Latril
Conde de Lorenz ordered his men to
retreat and regroup. By then not want
ing his soldiers to exhaust all their am
munition, Camacho called for his troops
to retreat back towards the trench. The
Mexicans ran as quickly as possible
with the enemy in pursuit. One Juarista
fell when a ball hit him in the thickest
part of his thigh. But two of his com
rades each grabbed one of his arms and
carried him off.
Beyond the trench lay more Juaristas
ready to ambush the French troops as
they came charging down the cerro.
Many of them fell into the trench as they
came running down the cerro’s steep
slopes. General Diaz ordered his own
small battalion to attack the fallen
French as they struggled to climb out
of the trenches. A loud horrifying cry
rose out of the Mexican soldiers. These
were the same “gritos” that sent chills
up the spines of Fernando Cortez’ band

of conquistadores some three hundred
and forty years ago.
While some soldiers with rifles be
gan picking off French soldiers, others
came down on the invaders with ma
chetes waving fiercely over their heads.
The French general seeing his men in a
trap finally ordered them to retreat.
The Mexican casualties were taken
to the church where an infirmary had
been set up by the women and a few
priests who sympathized with the Mexi
can cause. From his vantage point on
the wall, Zaragoza viewed the battle
ground. About eight hundred French
men lay dying and dead on the battle
field and in the trenches. He then turned
towards Diaz who stood next to him.
“You know they are going to assault us
again,” Zaragoza said.
“1 know,” Diaz replied as he looked
out beyond the littered horizon. Cap
tain Camacho then reported that he still
had twenty four capable infantry men
with a half measure of gun powder and
lead balls. Suddenly, just as they sus
pected, the French invaders appeared
in the horizon marching towards the..
Cerro de Guadalupe. As Zaragoza’s two
brigades went out to meet the enemy,
the general looked back at the fortified
city and saw many women and older

children on the wall with muskets
poised, eastward.
Again Camacho’s infantry line shot
down many of the French soldiers, but
the invaders who were now prepared,
closed up their ranks and forced
Camacho’s men to retreat. There was
no time to reload a rifle so it was now a
hand to hand combat with machetes
clanging against bayonet. Suddenly
General Diaz’ second brigade charged
out and flanked the invaders. With the
French surrounded, their general finally
called a retreat with Diaz in pursuit.
The Mexican troops returned to the
city in triumph. The church bells rang
out loudly and the magnolia flowers that
were intended for the French soldiers
were now tossed out before the victori
ous General Zaragoza and his troops.
The people of Puebla celebrated this
miraculous triumph for it was the great
est victory for the Mexican people who
fought for their country.

MUSSER
MIKELS

For CONGRESS
(26™ C.D.)

FOR ALL THE PEOPLE
NOT
JUST THE PRIVELEGED

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo
de pjuede! ^^ed, it can fie dam!
Evelyn Barragan
Muscoy Elementary

Sarah Rodriguez
Cajon High School

Khadijah Brown
Muscoy Elementary

“I can be a photographer because I like
to take pictures.”

Christian Sosa
Muscoy Elementary

“1 can be a fireman because they save
people.”

■I t» be whataer I want I can be a
teacher, a mother, and an entrepreneur,
if I put my mind to it”

KandaCC Ciermatl
Muscoy Elementary

Unified School District

“1 can be a veterinarian because I like
animals.”
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FAIR HOUSING COUNCIL OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY HONORS CHAMPION FOR JUSTICE PETER BENAVIDEZ
in his life, he was not prepared for
the discrimination he would face.
These were barriers upheld by beliefs
and attitudes that not only angered
and frustrated him, but also prevented
him from obtaining a decent job, con
tinuing a career, and earning a livable

Peter Benavidez was honored as a
2002 Champion for Justice for his
work furthering the cause of the blind
and visually impaired. For the past 10
years he has championed their cause
and elevated the community’s aware
ness of the needs oftheir needs. While
looking for services for himself, he
realized the issue was bigger than he
was. He embarked on a crusade to
improve access to services, influence
education and public policy, provide
affordable housing, and supply job
training and health services.
In 1992 Mr. Benavidez discovered
he had Retinitis Pigmentosa, he had
to overcome a multitude of obstacles
associated with his disease. Although
he was prepared for the major
^changes that were going to take place

wage
In spite of the difficulty he expe
rienced, Peter continued to navigate
the maze of services available from
public and private agencies, which
were there to provide services to the
blind, visually impaired and those
with other disabilities. He also began
to wonder about the plight of people
who were not as fortunate and did not
have the education or knowledge he
possessed. Instead of allowing the
anger and frustration to take over,
Peter was inspired to examine the
ways he could break down the barri
ers for the blind and visually im
paired. In 1993 he began working
with Blindness Support Services as a
volunteer doing advocacy work, and
counseling. In 1995 the Board of Di
rectors hired him to serve as the Ex
ecutive Director of Blindness Support
Services.

LAW OFFICES OF
RONALD a SKIPPER
323 w. Court St., Suite 305

Mr. Benavidez’ work is testimony
that, “you do not need 20/20 eyesight
to have vision.” When he became Ex
ecutive Director of Blindness Support
Services, the budget was $ 10,000, cur
rently the agency’s budget is over $1
million. Blindness Support Services
now serves over 1,500 individuals per
year, he has 7 internal divisions, op
erates 12 satellite offices and employs
a diverse workforce of 21 individu
als. The agency has relationships with
the California State Department of Re
habilitation, Western University of
Health Services, Riverside County
Office on Aging, Molina Health Care,
Inland Empire Health Plan, Health in
Motion, California State University at
Los Angeles and 9 senior centers
throughout the Inland Empire.
In addition to his work, locally, on
behalf of people with disabilities-especially those who are blind and vi
sually impaired-Mr. Benavidez ac
tively participates on a number of
boards and commissions that focus on
blindness, disability, transportation,
diversity, affordable housing and re
habilitation. He is a member of the
State of California’s Blind Advisory

Committee, the National Rehabilita
tion Association, the National Asso
ciation of Multicultural Concerns, the
Citizens Advisory Committee for Riv
erside County Transportation Com'^
mission. The Board of Directors of
the Riverside Housing Development
Corporation, the Latino Network and
the Riverside Agency Executive As
sociation. In the fall of 2001, he was
selected to participate in the New
Leadership Development Advocacy
Training Program, which is sponsored
by the U.S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education and Re
habilitation Services, and Dan
Hopkins and Associates, Inc.
Mr. Benavidez obtained a Bachelors
Degree in Sociology from the Univer
sity of California at Riverside in 1982.
He is married and has 3 children. Al
though he is well known for his ac
complishments, this CHAMPION
FOR JUSTICE does not hesitate to
/
note that his wife, Connie,
is his
champion and has always provided
him with support and encouragement
while he “championed” the cause of
others.

The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department
takes pride in joining the Hispanic Community
in their celebration of the historical occasion of

San Bernardino, CA 92401
(909) 888-5791

Cinco de Mayo

Personal injury/accidents.
Civil and criminal law

BEST WISHES TO
THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY
The San Bernardino County
Sherifrs Department
is continuously recruitingfor qualified men and women

seeking a challenging career in Law Enforcement.
Call (909) 387-3750 or visit our website at www.sheriffsiobs.com
Test Location: 157 WFifth Street San Bernardino, CA
Between Sierra Way andMt. View.
Pictured above (l-r) Joanne Long, Probate Paralegal,
Mary B. Jimenez Gonzalez, Office Manager,
Elizabeth G Wilkie, Secretary
(front) Ronald G. Skipper, Attorney

Test Time: 8:00 AM.
Test Dates 05/14/02, 6/11/02, 7/9/02 and 8/13/02

-ik
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SAN BERNARDINO PAROLEE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM (PEP)

The State Parole and Community Sen/ice
Division provides a Parolee Environmen
tal Program to the City of San Bernardino.
Pictured above are parolees painting the
Arts on Fifth Art Center under the super
vision of parole officers. Other work per
formed were removing shrubbery, clean
ing drain gutters and picking up litter.
Photo by lEHN

The Parole and Community Ser
vices Division, Region IV, developed
a Parolee Environmental Program de
signed to provide community service
within the San Bernardino Area. The
program allows parolees who commit
minor violations of their parole, such
as failed drug tests or failure to report
to their respective parole agent, an op
portunity to work off the infraction
rather than be returned to prison.
The Parolee Environmental Pro
gram is a cooperative effort between the
City of San Bernardino Mayor’s office,
San Bernardino Police Department, and
the Parole and Community Services Di

contributing to the community in a
most positive way. Parolee Ronald
Lucero has volunteered for every one
of the community service projects. “I
do this because it makes me feel better
as a human being to help my commu
nity”, he said.
Martinez and Parole Agents John
Belisle, Edwin Martinez, Sam Sambaur
and Dwayne Wilson from San Bernar
dino Parole Unit 4 supervise parolees
at the work sites. They ensme that work
sites are safe and the parolees are
closely monitored and supervised. The

vision. The goal of the San Bernardino
Parole Complex is to work with pa
rolees and to give them ^he benefit of
remaining free in the community while
contributing to the City of San Ber
nardino through the city’s community
revitalization effort.
Mr. A. R. Martinez, PAIII, San Ber
nardino #4 Parole Unit%has empha
sized the importance of creating a pro
gram that encompasses the “Commu
nity Service” aspect to the Parole Di
vision. “It’s important to let parolees
know that they are part of the commu
nity and take part in keeping it clean”,
states Martinez. The Parolee Environ
mental Program targets the city’s most
blighted areas within a “Crime Belt”.
Parolees participating in the program
remove overgrown shrubbery; sweep
drain gutters and pick up litter along
city streets. Most recently, parolees re
paired and painted the facade of the
San Bernardino Community Cultural
Arts Building.
Response from parolee participants
has been positive. They are more than
grateful to be afforded an alternative
for parole violations, rather than be re
turned to custody. Several of the pa
rolee participants are volunteers. Com
mon theme among volunteers is that
they are proud to become part of s^ch
a worthwhile effort. It is their way of

interaction between parole agents and
their parolees enhances their relation
ships and provides for improved pa
rolee supervision.
San Bernardino Police Department
Detective W. Elesher and Officers D.
Carlson, M. Roche, A. White, P. Wanco
complement ouf efforts of working as
a “Team”. Michael Passmore, District
Administrator, said, “Working together
enhances both agencies to coordinate
and develop expanded network affilia
tions. The results are an added value to
the San Bernardino Parole Complex”.

SENATOR NELL SOTO
SALUTES THE HISPANIC
COMMUNITY ON THIS
DAY OF FREEDOM
AND COURAGE.
CONTINUE TO MOVE
FORWARD AND HONOR
OUR HISPANIC HERITAGE
THAT MAKES OUR
CULTURE SO RICH.

MayorJudith Valles invites you to celebrate
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DOWNTOWN AT ARTS ON 5tH
468 West 5th Street

. ,

San Bernardino, CA 92402

" LATINOS IN

HOLLYWOOD
a Photographic Exhibition Honoring Art Patrons

Drs. Ernest and Dorothy Garcia
Public Grand Opening

Sunday, May 5 at 2-4 p.m.

“latinos in HolKwood” is a lavish pictorial exhibit highlighting the history, achievements and
participation of latinos in the Hollywood fllni industry from its early beginnings to the present.
This will be dramatically illustrated through the progression of over l60 rare photographs, not
only of actors and extras, but also the behind the scenes personnel, such as producers, writers,
choreographers and directors.

Rila Hayworth in "Gilda” (1947)
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Job Corps Salutes
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Pelligrini has been named
outstanding employer part
ner for her contributions to
the Job Corps Western
Region. She will be pre
sented with an award in
early May in San Francisco.
The award is given to only
one or two area employers 2'” 3“
who ^partner with their local Appreciationthe Event
first Employer
in San
Francisco.
Job Corps centers.
As a partner, Pelligrini
conducts thorough interviews with trainees and
provides constructive critique.
Kelly Services has provided 240 hours to interview
trainees and 1,584 hours to train Job Corps trainees.
The facilities at Kelly Services also serve as a schoolto-career internship site.
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Inland Empire Job Corp Center
3173 Kerry St. San Bernardino, CA 92407
(909) 887-7134

For more information visit; riversidepublicutilities.com
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Lo ilnico que usted necesita para ser dueno
de su hogar es un pago iniclal y tin sueno.
€n realidaci (o dnico que necesita es un sueda
Pida mformacion acerca de la Hipoteca National Home Ownership Mortgage. SM

SWSk'.

0-Sueno detener hogar propio es m^s realista que nunca.Porqye ahora usted podn'a calificar para una hipoteca de vivienda sin pago inicial y para una
.'.cantidad mayor deio que ustedse hubiera esperado.Aunquetenga algunos retos con su credito o un historiai de cr^ito (imitado.Todo debido al programa

^ ■■’itetlonal Horn# Owiwrehlp Mortgage de Wells Fargo. Este es el momento de hablar con un asesor de Wells Fargo Home Mortgage y preguntar acerca de nuestras
i#-" gufas para calificar mas ftdlmente.Visite hoy a su Wells Fargo local o llame al (909) 429-0537 para informarse si califica para este programa.* Usted suene
con su hogar, yen Wells Fargo le abriremos caminos.

Fontana Plaza

9844 Sierra Ave.

Fontana, CA 92335

•Restrfcciones de ingresos apFcan Los costos de cierre deben ser de los fondos del prestatario, de un regato, de una concesida Q de un programa de asistenoa para el page
® 2001 Wells Fargo Bank, MA, M<srnBro FDIC Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc esta licenaado por el Departamento de Cotporaciones bajo el Acta de Prestamista Hipotecario Residencial de California,
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ROMELIO RUIZ, MORENO VALLEY ACTIVIST, HONORED
Continued from Page 1

Pictured above is the family of Romelio Ruiz during the unveiling of his bust and plaque
that will be placed in the entrance of the former Moreno Valley Communication Center.
The Center was renamed for Romelio Ruiz. Pictured (I to r) is Geraldo Gomez, that
sculptured the bust at no cost, Mrs Isaura Ruiz, sons Jairo and I rod, daughters Marta
Linares, Alma and Ibet, son Romelio, Jr, Maria De Los Angeles, (Romelio Ruiz’ sister)
and Asencion De La Torre, San Juan de Los Lagos representative. Photo by lEHN

cepted his new environment for the
betterment of everyone,” Navarro
said.
Hispanos Unidos has been an ac
tive and viable group in the City of
Moreno Valley and the education sys
tem. The group, with Ruiz as its presi
dent, raised scholarships funds, helped
Spanish-speaking families to resolve
school-related problems, organized
citizenship classes for adults, among
other civic and educational activi
ties.
Foremost in Ruiz’ achievement
was the development of the Sister City
Project between Moreno Valley and
San Juan de Los Lagos. The project
became the catalyst for ongoing pro
grams between the two cities, includ
ing the exchange of young students,
visitations between education and
civic leaders and most importantly, the

interchange and enhancement of cul
tures which has, to the present, become
a solidifying relationship, Chaffin said.
Romelio Ruiz was bom on Decem
ber 17,1938, in San Juan de Los Lagos
and later he and his family established
their residency in Moreno Valley.
Thereafter, Ruiz became actively in
volved in a myriad of community ac
tivities with the City of Moreno Val
ley and Moreno Valley School District.
He exemplified a positive influence as
a leader and significantly added to the
well-being of the total community,
commented many in the audience.
Ruiz was visiting San Juan de Los
La'gos when he died of a heart attack
on September 22, 1999.
Many individuals spoke at the re
naming ceremony. Aurelio Aguirre,
Moreno Valley Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, spoke about the audience

Q4}ken common
j)coj)le united ^ox a ^
common goat an^ achieve'^
uncommon victotg.

Maria Navarro, President of Hispanos
Unidos , spoke about Romelio Rruz and
his legacy to the City of Moreno Valley
and Moreno Valley School District at the
renaming of the Education Center to the
Romelio Ruiz Education Center.
Photo
by lEHN

Aurelio Aguirre, President of the Moreno
Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
remarked, at the dedication ceremony, on
the diversity of the audience to unite on
the occasion of renaming of the Moreno
Valley Education Center to Romejio Ruiz
Education Center,
Photo by lEHN

being representative of the diversity
of culture and ethnicity. “We are
proud that many of us came together
to honor an individual who gave his
best for our community,” he said.
Ignacio De La Torre, representing
the mayor of San Juan de Los Lagos,
spoke of the relationships between the
two cities and that those relationship
will continue in memory of Ruiz.
Ruiz’ family is widow, Isaura,
daughters Ibet, Marta Linares, Alma
and sons Irad, Jairo and Romelio, Jr.

Need a vacation?
We can help!
❖RV Loans
❖Boat/Watercraft Loans
❖Motorcycle Loans
❖Auto Loans/Leases
❖Credit Cards
❖Personal Loan
❖Line-of-Credit

^

5o(i betnordino County School;
commemoiote Cinco de Moyo
c.

and the proud Hliponic hefilaje.
Herbert R. Fischer, Ph.D., Superintendent

San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schoois

800 743-7228
www.arrowheadcu.org
-

Felicito a la ComunidadMexicana
En la Celebracidn de
La Independencia de Mexico

Arrowhead

Rachel Mendoza Clark
iri«i

city Clerk, City of San Bernardino
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MUCHAS GRACIAS FOR DESIGNATING A DRIVER ON

CINCO DE MAYO.
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AND SEIS DE MAYO. AND SIETE DE MAYO. AND OCHO
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KINDERGARTEN TEACHER MAKES A DIFFERENCE BY EMBRACING DIVERSITY

OAKLAND, CA - Everyday that
Tony Gomez walks to his kindergar
ten class at Garfield Elementary in
East Oakland, he appreciates the op
portunities and responsibilities af
forded by the uniqueness of our state’s
growing cultural diversity. Passing
this understanding on to his young stu
dents is a challenge Gomez is more
than willing to take.
Gomez is one of California’s excep
tional teachers as he goes beyond the
lesson plan to instill in youthful minds

a deeper appreciation of the world and
its inhabitants. After leaving San Fran
cisco to work in Washington as a mu
seum educator, Gomez returned home
to make a greater impact on his com
munity—he returned home to teach.
“I grew up having friends with last
names like Romero, Chen and
O’Neil,” remembers Gomez, a self
described Chicano-Italian. “I valued
knowing kids of different cultural
backgrounds. 1 decided to become a
teacher because 1 wanted to be a posi
tive presence in that kind of mix.”
Garfield Elementary is indeed a
medley of diversity. One-third of the
student population is Latino, one-third
is African-American and another third
is a mix of Vietnamese, Cambodian,
Mien, Arabic, and Filipino. In a school
as diverse as this one, the Kindergar
ten Club, a collaboration of all the
kinder classes, ensures that students
develop friendships across the differ
ent cultural and language groups by
engaging them in activities outside the
core curriculum, such as music and the
arts.
“In the neighborhood where I work
there are a number of gangs, both
Latino and Asian,” says Gomez, a
Spanish bilingual teacher. “What we

try to do with the Kindergarten Club
is present an alternative at a young
age. We need to make a concerted
effort to allow students to create
strong connections and friendships
because, as wonderful as the diver
sity in California is, there is much
racism. The club helps kids
deconstruct those negative concepts.”
Gomez, who earned his credential
and Master’s degree through a twoyear program at the University of
California, Berkeley, knew that
switching careers would be a big in
vestment of time and money. At
times, he wondered if it would be
worth it. But as a museum educator
who coordinated after-school work
shops for kids at cultural and com
munity centers, as well as at muse
ums, he knew he felt a calling to truly
help children develop their skills and
passion for learning.
“One of the greatest things for me
is seeing a child who couldn’t even
write their name at the beginning of
the year emerge as a young reader and
writer. To me, that is absolutely thrill
ing.” exclaims Gomez.
California faces a shortage of quali
fied teachers largely driven by an
ever-expanding student enrollment.

mandated class size reduction and the
growing attrition of today’s teacher
workforce as a large proportion reach
retirement age. During the next de
cade California will need to recruit
300,000 people to take on the chal
lenging but rewarding job of teach
ing the state’s children.
The California Center for Teaching
Careers (CalTeach) is a one-stop in
formation, recruitment and referral
service for individuals considering or
pursuing a teaching career. CalTeach,
administered
by
the
CSU
Chancellor’s Office, can be reached
by phone at l-888-CALTEACH(225
8322), or via the Internet at
www.calteach.com. CalTeach also
works closely with the California
Teacher Recruitment Incentive Pro
gram (CalTRIP). Six centers are lo
cated in Sacramento, Tulare, San
Bernardino, Los Angeles and San
Diego. The teacher recruitment cen
ters provide job placement assistance
by partnering with local school dis
tricts to ensure that teachers are
placed in classrooms through a seam
less and efficient hiring process.
These centers can be reached through
the CalTeach helpline at 1-888CALTEACH (225-8322).
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The City of San Bernardino
Employment & Training Agency
One Stop Career Center
and
Workforce Investment Board
We join in the celebration of
Cinco de Mayo
and salute the contributions and achievements
of the Hispanic community!

We provide FREE employment services for businesses
and job applicants
EMPLOYERS—call us to hire qualified applicants!
JOB SEEKERS—^visit our One Stop Career Center for
current job openings and job training!
599 N. Arrowhead Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92401
909/888-7881
Ernest B. Dowdy - Executive Director
Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids/services available
upon request to individuals with disabilities

To all readers of
Inland Empire Hispanic News

As s emblymember

John Longville
Joins his Latino friends and neighbors
in celebrating their victory over
oppression at the
Battle of Puebla in 1862

/Viva/
Cinco de Mayo

12-I
I

»
I

i
\

Patronize Our Advertisers

16
Inland Empire Hispanic News

Wednesday, April 24, 2002

I

i
\

lookX^eel

\
I

►
k
I
I
k
1
►
k
k

se incluye todas utilidades
86 North Third Street
(cerca de Ramsey y 2"^
Llame a Angelica;

’-ee&i^

(909) 922-3485

k
I

Trktm

I
I
i-

RIALTO
Renovados
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Para Mudarse

Renovados, Estudios y Apts
de una o dos recamaras
$300 - $525
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THE 29™ ANNUAL CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE
The 29"’ Annual Children's Conference will be held at the Riverside
Convention Center in Riverside on April 30, 2002. This year's theme
"The Faces of Families" provides an opportunity to look at
innovative ways to assist families. Areas of focus include:
preventing child abuse, celebrating the diversity of families,
dealing with loss and issues families and teens face.
The one-day event will cost $99. For more information call:
Agee Jenkins at Family Service Association (909) 686-3706.
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A message from California Department of Health Services funded
by the U.S. Dept, of Agriculture Department of Public Health Nutri
tion Program Human Services System County of San Bernardino

Apartamentos de
Una Recamara $475
Deposito $300
206 West Jackson St.
(cerca de Baseline)
Se Necesita
Buen Credito y Referencias!
Llame a Claudia:
(909) 877-361.4

Project LEAN and the Nutrition Network Grant #99-85867

DESCUBRA
LOS PASOS

hidfm

ENSENANZA

jExpreso a
b la Elestal
Metrolink es la via
divertida para Ir a celebrar
el CInco de Mayo*

Este fin de semana (viemes 3 de mayo a domingo 5 de
de mayo) vaya a celebrar el Cinco de Mayo en la Calle
Olvera, frente a la estadon de Irenes Union Station. Tome
el servido del sdbado de Metrolink en las Imeas de San
Bernardino o Antelope Valley, o el servido dominical en
la Ifnea de San Bernardino.

^Esta interesado
en ser maestro?
Asista al foro “Pasos hacia la ensenanza”
y ent^rese de lo que tiene que hacer para
ser maestro con las credenciales necesarias
en California.
"Caminos Hacia la Ensenanza'
Howard Johnson Fresno Plaza Hotel
Crystal Ballroom/North Section
1055 Van Ness
Fresno, CA 93721
Viernes 5 de abril de 2002
11 a.m.a5p.m.
E»M fore •• cointwclMdo por Fr«no aty Coll«9«
iren^rto pabOco; El orento oM uMcodo junto a la pando
SO/sa dado da la calla Van Nan) da Frouio aty But (FAX)
o un la panda 20/2B dado du la cala Fraino).

EWailuiiainlanto; El hotal cobra ana cantidad manat para
utBhat til aataclonainlanto.Tbmbldn hay attadonamlawto
munldpil In dana qna pagar) IraniB al hoM.

Si estd estudiando en la actualldad,
o esU Inscrlto en un programa o
considerando un cambio de carrera,
no se pierda este foro informativo.

CKXXXXXXXXXXKX)
jMetrolink le deja olvidarse del tr^oo y el estadonamiento
y concentrarse en la fiesta! ^fenga y unase a la fiesta. Si
desea horarios llame al 800-371-5465 o visite en
www.metrolinktrains.com.

Obtenga Informacidn sobre los incentivos
financieros, las pruebas y las credenciales
que necesita, asi como los diferentes
pasos que conducen hacia la profesion
de maestro.

•^METROLINK.
hfWl

Teach
Para m^s informacibn llame al
1-888-CALTHACH (225-8322)
o visite www.calteachxom

HAZ LA DIFERENCIA EN TU VIDA. ENSENA,

1
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